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Froude's criticisms of his contemporaries were devastatingly
frank. He thought that George Eliot was "very much over-rated''
and some of his Life of Carlyle makes painful reading. His greatest
mistake in life was his acceptance of a mission to reform the Cape,
a disastrous failure that helped to bring about the Kaffir war.

William Lecky, the historian, was also a rationalist, but of a
different type from Arnold and Froude. His rationalism was rather
that of Gibbon and Herbert Spencer. He had all the nineteenth-
century belief in the potential perfectibility of Man, a belief that
the twentieth century has rudely shattered. He was, perhaps, not
a great historian, but his History of the Rise and Influence of
Rationalism in Europe is still read. Lecky was an Irishman, and
passionately interested in the politics of his turbulent country. He
writes to Goschen :

I see the Revue des Deux Mondes has at last recognised the
existence of Irish History and has an article in the current number
on the Irish Parliament!

W. E. H. LECKY.

An historian whose work has a far more permanent value than
that of Lecky, is J. R. Green. Louis Cazamian writes of him : "The
permanent success of Green's History of the English People is due
to the radiating power of an impassioned feeling, which associates
the humblest actors in the drama with the destiny of the country.
In fact, the sentiment of the universal solidarity on which a nation
is built, and what might be called the social type of imagination,
are in the present instance new sources of truth 5 they add original
resources to the traditional method of history." Green writes to
Goschen :

50 WELBECK STREET.

November 2,1,1878.
MY DEAR MR. GOSCHEN,

I am most unhappy at being robbed of the pleasure of a visit
to you on Saturday, but a cold is my master and is flowing so fast
that I see no hope of quitting home, for now that I am unlucky
enough to be forced to listen to colds and their warnings, I must
trust that at some more fortunate moment we may be able to see
your new nest in the Weald.

I wonder whether the story is true that the first copy of Rawlin-
son's book (England and Russia) which reached India passed through
it on its way to Lahore and that the Ameer had then an easy oppor-